LRF EMERGENCY MORTUARY FRAMEWORK - EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

It was thought inappropriate by the Mass Fatalities Sub-Group of the Devon & Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Local Resilience Forum (LRF) to write an LRF Plan for the establishment of an Emergency Mortuary, as many of the elements of organization and the support functions which are essential to the functioning of a mortuary are individual and specific to each Local Authority area.  In addition, the responsibility for selected sites and the provision of appropriate Human Tissue Authority licensing arrangements also fall to each individual Local Authority.  

Notwithstanding, it was identified that there are many common processes and principles whenever an Emergency Mortuary is established, as well as a need to show an outline of what is available in the LRF area and what assistance may be obtained from external sources, e.g. the Central Assistance Programme established by the Home Office.  

Therefore, the Mass Fatalities Sub-Group has developed this LRF Framework as a guidance and resource document for some of the processes, roles and responsibilities relevant to the setting up, operation, and closing down of a mortuary in response to an incident resulting in mass fatalities.  The contents are as follows:

· Generic factors relating to activation of arrangements to deal with mass fatalities (Section 2), including requirements checklists and an aide-memoire.

· Generic emergency mortuary management considerations, including team membership and responsibilities / task checklists (Section 3).

· Identification and release of human remains (Annex A).

· Human Tissue Agency aspects (Annex B).

· Documentation, including reception, storage and process registers (Annex C).

· Health & Safety (Annex D).

· Mortuary facilities and sites available in the LRF area, at a strategic level of detail including a map (Annexes E to I).

· Local Emergency Mortuary Arrangements outline, including service activation (Annex F)

· Summary of the contents of the Home Office document ‘Supplementing Local Response Options’ (Annex J).

· Mass Fatalities Co-ordination Team membership (Annex K).

· Viewing arrangements (Annex L).and Faith considerations (Annex M)

· Glossary (Annex N)

The Framework assumes that each local authority will have its own arrangements for a variety of scenarios.  This document identifies those arrangements for each Local Authority’s Plan, which should include:

· Activation processes and support arrangements specific to the local authority area;

· Human Tissue Agency licensing arrangements;

· Details of mortuary sites, including activation arrangements, in accordance with the templates in Annexes E to H to this Framework.

This Framework document has been protectively marked as RESTRICTED because of the contents, including source material. This Executive Summary is not protectively marked.
